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always used with all due circumspection, and without
ceasing to feel a strong repugnance to the practice of
systematic neologism,

The world is certainly greatly indebted to Comte
for this word, as it is also for that other useful word
of his, altruism.    Words are the tools of thought^,
and ideas can no more progress without words thanr
can the arts without instruments and machinery,.
Although the word sociology is derived from bothr
Latin and Greek, still it is fully justified by th^
absence in the Greek language of the most essential
component.     While it need not altogether replai
the virtually synonymous expression social science, i.
can be used in many cases where that could not.    It:
tends to give compactness to the general conception i
and to unify the nomenclature of the sciences.    In
doing so it also adds somewhat both qualitatively
and quantitatively to the thought.    We all know
what an improvement physics has been upon natural
philosophy, and biologyl upon natural history.

Sociology stands in about the same relation to the
old philosophy of history, but any one can see how
greatly it modifies and amplifies that conception.

* Until Huxley in 1876 went to the bottom of the subject (se.
Science and Education Essays, London, 1893, p. 268) and showed
that the word biology was first employed by Lamarck in a work
which appeared in 1801, there was much confusion as to the origin
of this word. Comte (Phil Pos. III., 81) ascribed it to de Blainville,
and I followed him erroneously. Professor Giddings by a still
greater error has recently (Theory of Sociology, p. 17) given the
credit to Comte.